[image: image1.png]hours




Nov. 2, 2007

	Transit takes tech fast-lane


By Matt Kieltyka, 24 hours
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The Lower Mainland's public transit system doesn't exactly scream "high-tech," but that's about to change. 

On Wednesday, New Westminsterbased Novax Industries was awarded a lucrative contract from TransLink to modernize the region's transit system with a wireless system it says will revolutionize municipal wireless capabilities. 

In August, 24 hours reported on Novax's "TransPod," a wireless broadband system that gives transit vehicles priority through signalized intersections, remote telemetry and enhanced communication. 

The technology also allows for information stations at bus stops that show riders where the nearest bus is and estimate its time of arrival, and even allow riders to access the Internet from a bus. 

At the time, it seemed like a vision into the future. 

But now that they have the green light from TransLink, Novax president Dave Atnikov told 24 hours that the infrastructure for the wireless mesh could begin to go up in a matter of months, starting with a 31-intersection "showcase" project down Main Street. 

"Now it's real," said Atnikov. "[TransLink] has put their belief in municipal wireless and what it can do for infrastructure development in the region." 

Before transit users start checking their e-mail on a bus, TransLink must decide whether to make the service available, which is not guaranteed. 
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